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Accommodation
Stay in the warm, surrounded by the cold

A word from Jean-Luc Boch, President of the National Association of 
Mayors of Mountain Resorts and President of France Montagnes  

Useful mountain accommodation figures
& Ski Force Winter Tour 2021

Skiing
After a season without skiing, there are multiple new developments on the slopes

Useful ski area figures
& 2023 Alpine Skiing World Cup 

 

A word from Alexandre Maulin, President of the French Ski Areas
and Eric Brèche, President of the ESF French Ski Schools 

Discover
Have fun and relax

Taste and flavour
New openings and tasting experiences

Useful mountain figures
& Family Plus project, the mountains united 2021-2022

The health / well-being benefits of the mountains in winter
A study in collaboration with Dr Frédéric Saldmann
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Covid-19: resorts are implementing preventative measures and following governmental directives: For further information: contact us.
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Feel right at home and so much more besides, 
somewhere you know your way around, yet 
feel totally transported, in the warm but 
surrounded by the cold…. The mountains 
make it all possible! 
Discover our new additions for this winter 
with immersive accommodation close to the 
mountaintops or valleys, built from wood 
and stone, brand new or given a new lease 
of life… The possibilities are infinite and can 
be tailored to suit everybody.

Immersive accommodation with a mountain 
feel: Experience the mountains to the full, 
wake up to panoramic views over unique 
landscapes, curl up by the fireside… 
The new Charlemagne ecogite is something 
of a benchmark for the Haute Maurienne 
Vanoise region. A lover of wide open spaces 
and a fervent advocate for green transition, 
its owner, Christian Finas, threw himself into 
this project with the support of his family. Two 
years ago, he decided to buy the hamlet of Les 

Stay in the warm

Due to the pandemic, gîtes and friendly 
guest houses located in the heart of 
nature are now especially prized by 
holidaymakers.
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Some magnificent properties will be 

opening this winter to offer skiers 

exceptional comfort.

available to rent, just a stone’s throw from 
the dog sled pack: a sense of Far North 
adventure guaranteed! For several years, 
the team has run dog-sledding excursions 
and introductions to dog-sledding in the 
area. But this year, it’s also offering you an 
unmissable experience;  the chance to sleep 
on site at the heart of the Combe des Cives.

In Auvergne, the Burons du Mont-Dore are 
five top of the range burons (stone buildings, 
tiled with slate or traditional stone, typical 
of mountainside pastures) inspired by 
Auvergne’s rural building tradition. Warm 
and welcoming, with uninterrupted views 
over Le Sancy, they can welcome up to 6 
people and have been designed with group 
get-togethers in mind.

Also worth noting: Les Prés mountain refuge 
in Les Contamines-Montjoie is the sector’s 
first winter refuge to open. Located at an 
altitude of 1,935 metres, at the centre of 
the highest nature reserve in France, this 
former Alpine pasture chalet renovated 
into a mountain refuge will welcome ski 
tourers, hikers, snowshoe hikers, as well as 
school groups. The project was led by the 
conservatory of natural spaces in Haute-
Savoie and Les Contamines’ mountain 
guides. Refuge wardens Céline and Adeline 
also offer delicious homemade cuisine made 
using local seasonal produce. 

Due to the pandemic, gîtes and friendly 
guest houses located in the heart of nature 
are now especially prized by holidaymakers 
looking for a family feel, modestly sized 
accommodation with real soul, owners who 
are committed to nature, and guesthouse 
meals made using local produce with low 
food miles or the option of self-catering. 

In the Pyrenees, near Bagnières de Bigorre, 
Mr Castell, pharmacist by trade, and Mrs 
Castell, who owned her own restaurant 
for several years, are embarking on a 
new project. They’re turning a former 
convent into a luxury guesthouse. While 
respecting the building’s history and 
original architecture, the convent has been 
renovated in a harmonious way that respects 
the space and size of this majestic 18th 
century property. Just a stone’s throw from 
unmissable sites, such as the Pic du Midi 
with its 360° panoramic views, mountain 
lakes (Lac de Payolle, Lac Bleu, Chiroulet) 
and steep hiking trails, it’s the perfect place 
to discover the vast selection of gastronomic, 
cultural and sporting opportunities the 

Pyrenees have to offer. 
A new gîte in Germ, near Peyragudes is the 
perfect place to spend a holiday. Having 
been totally renovated, this spacious house 
exudes a modern mountain feel that will 
delight even the most exacting customers. 
Over 30 years ago, it was the filming location 
for “The 4 Saisons of the Shepherd” nature 
documentary; that’s how deeply rooted 
in authenticity and Pyrenean tradition a 
holiday at the heart of this village is!

The Pays des Ecrins is home to the 
Mahana gîte, run by Maud and Antoine. It 
showcases quality French materials both in 
its construction (solid wood timbers) and 
its interiors (organic cotton sheets, top of 
the range natural latex mattresses, larch 
bathtub…). There’s no television or Wi-Fi 
here, but there are activities, therapies, 
animals, and huskies to stroke. Fresh eggs 
from the henhouse and logs to light the 
wood-burning stove patiently await guests. 
A special welcome is also reserved for 
autistic guests. 

La Tanière is a new guesthouse that’s 
opening on the sunny, south-easterly side of 
Vaujany.  

A great many visitors travel around the 
mountain region on road trips, stopping 
off in various places from day to day. That’s 
the case in the Vercors, where increasing 
numbers of motorhomes are tackling the 
vertiginous Gorges de la Bourne road. Not 
far away, in Lans-de-Vercors, La Grange à 
Gaby is a stopover gîte located on the Tour 
des 4 Montagnes, an itinerant hike that 
takes you to the heart of the Vercors. The 
renovated barn features accommodation, 
dining rooms, a bar, bakery, and grocery 
essentials. 

NB: Isère Attractivité has published an 
inspiration guide to help property owners 
bring a local feel to their apartment décor 
and renovations.

From modest mountain dwellings to 
luxury holiday accommodation, the 
term “chalet” has come a long way.  
Some magnificent creations, either brand 
new or renovated from existing buildings, 
will be opening this winter to offer skiers 
exceptional comfort in the mountains. 

In Courchevel, Ultima Collection will open 
its doors with 13 private hire chalets. The 
all-new Ascension chalet is also available 

organically sourced materials… all make 
this Alpine chalet a unique, revitalising 
destination. Extremely conscious of the 
need to transition towards greener living, 
Christian wanted a peaceful haven that 
could show what mountain tourism would 
look like in 2030! 
Summer and winter, it’s been made 
deliberately accessible on foot (15 minutes 
in snowshoes) to safeguard this famous 
“wildlife sanctuary”, as its warden calls it 
on account of the chamois goats, ibexes and 
deer spotted around the chalet edges.

Having welcomed guests for 5 generations, 
the Maison des 4 Vents in the Vercors massif 
was renovated this year. Situated in a lush, 
green setting in Villard-de-Lans, the rooms 
are decorated with natural, soothing fabrics 
that invite guests to relax. Located near the 
cross-country ski runs, visitors can set off on 
skis to explore the vast Nordic site (with over 
150 kilometres of runs). 

Over in the Bauges mountains, Le Blanc 
chalet guest house in Les Aillons-Margériaz 
is home to the Cabane des Rêves, a wooden 
cabin available to rent on the edge of the 
forest next to a stream, with guest bedrooms 
in a new adjoining building. This is an easily 
accessible change of scenery, not far from 
Chambéry. 

In the Jura Mountains, Les Équipages 
Adam‘s boasts a new trapper-style cabin 

Fontanettes with his children and nephews. 
Perched above Termignon, at an altitude 
of 1,525 metres, the hamlet had fallen into 
disrepair and it took two summers for the 
Finas family to transform the place into this 
magnificent ecogite. Deeply committed 
to ecology, Christian opted for a very low 
carbon building. It works on the harvest 
architecture principle, which prioritises local 
resources – wood, earth, hay and stone (dry 
stone walls, local sheep’s wool insulation, 
local wood sawn on site…) and revives 
expertise of years gone by. Photovoltaic 
panels, filtered and monitored natural water 
collection (drinking water), wood-fired stove 
(and gas oven), composting toilets and local 

in Courchevel Moriond. Set in peaceful 
surroundings, bordering a ski run and just 
a stone’s throw from the village centre, this 
south-facing, exclusive chalet was inspired 
by its exceptional natural setting. The clever 
use of stone and wood in its décor is a real 
ode to the mountains and to nature. More 
than a chalet, it offers a particular art of 
living for the discerning visitor. 
In December 2021, the same resort will also 
see the opening of Le Moulin, a private 
chalet with 5-star service, opposite Lac du 
Praz.  

Pure Paradise, a new 5-star 15-person chalet 
extending over 290m² will be available in 
Montchavin-Les Coches this winter. Made 
up of 9 rooms over three floors and located 
very close to the ski area, it features a 
relaxation area (sauna, steam room, Jacuzzi, 
cooling bath, relaxation zone, shower and 
toilet), as well as views over Mont Blanc, the 
Beaufortain mountains and the Tarentaise 
valley. A second chalet, the Pure Diamond, 
will also be opening soon and will come 
equipped with its very own private cinema.

Situated right in St Martin de Belleville 
village centre, close to all amenities, Chalet 
Duchesse exudes a mountain atmosphere 
thanks to the wooden framework visible 
both on the outside and inside of the 

building. Comfort and Zen come as standard 
with the generous, light-filled living area 
and a layout designed for a dream stay. 
Chalet Voland is a stunning construction 
located in the hamlet of Béranger, 4.5 
kilometres from Saint-Martin de Belleville. 
Its ideal location, close to the starting points 
of several hiking trails, lets visitors make the 
most of the mountains and the surrounding 
natural environment. The chalet offers 
generously sized rooms, enhanced by 
traditional architecture and contemporary 
décor. It gives the property a real sense of 
contrast and lends it a traditional charm. 
Its many windows flood the space with 
incredible light. 

Entirely renovated, Chalet des Joux is located 
at the heart of the slopes in La Clusaz, and set 
against a wild backdrop between the Etale 
massif and the Borderan mountain, with 
views over the Aravis mountain range and 
the village of La Clusaz. Two very modern, 
simple pale wood apartments welcome 
holidaymakers to enjoy the unspoilt, 
comfortable atmosphere, as well as the 
renowned cuisine of host Romand, owner 
of the restaurant of the same name located 
on the ground floor. Children will especially 
love the low-ceiling mezzanine bedrooms, 
perfect for playing and hiding away. 

In Super Besse, La Doudoune chalet 

welcomes up to 12 people in a unique 
setting, with exceptional views over the 
Auvergne mountains. The chalet was built 
from durable, quality materials (wood and 
steel) that exude a natural, modern look. 
Open since the summer, it also boasts a 
small sauna.

Quality service and comfort are on the 
menu with a stay in one of the mountains’ 
new hotels. From luxury facilities to family-
run hotels, via next-generation hostels, 
discover what awaits you this winter. 

The new Pop Alp 3-star hotel in Alpe 
d’Huez promises a technicolour winter 
with balconies decorated with hundreds of 
colourful skis; impossible to miss, it’ll put 
a smile on your face straight away. Once 
inside, you’ll be in a Pop Art world with a 
twist, where the mountains, their produce 
and their activities are elevated to works of 
art. As for the 28 rooms, each one is unique. 
Incredibly modern, but also incredibly 
vintage, this hotel and bar-restaurant invites 
you to rediscover the spirit of the 70s when 
the resort of Alpe d’Huez buzzed with celebs.

In Valloire, a large-scale 5-star hospitality 

A number of establishments are 
discovering a new lease of life thanks to 
refurbishment or major renovation work.
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A warm, welcoming environment 

inviting visitors to embark on a 

journey.

and in a class of its own, the 4-star Marielle 
hotel embodies the spirit of Val Thorens. 

Perched at the heights of Les Menuires, 
the ski-in/ski-out 4-star Ours Blanc Hotel 
& Spa has been taken over by the Assas 
Hotels group (as has the above hotel in Val 
Thorens). Totally renovated, it now offers 66 
bedrooms with a vintage decor. One of the 
hotel group’s regular collaborators, interior 
designer Leslie Gauthier has breathed 
new life into the place, with an elegant 
decor that showcases retro furniture and 
furnishings. Don’t miss: the library lounge, 
with thousands of books, stretching over 
two floors and including a fun area just 
for children on the upper floor. The hotel’s 
offering is completed by a Spa Nuxe with an 
ice cave and hammock chairs. 
Also in Les Menuires, the 4-star Kaya Chalet 
Hôtel will welcome guests to a new world 
with redesigned communal areas and 50 
rooms redecorated in an ethnic style. Its 
warm, welcoming environment is a real 
invitation to embark on a journey, dreamt 
up by decorators Kristian Gravoilles and 
Valérie Garcia. 

In Les Arcs, The Bear Lodge is setting up 
in Arc 1950. This luxury property complex 
includes a hotel with 30 bedrooms, which 
offers ½ board (dinner) and transfers from 
Geneva airport, as well as apartments, a 
swimming pool and spa area, a ski hire shop, 
cinema room…

It’s the address Pralognan La Vanoise has 
been waiting for. A charming 4-star hotel 
(classification tbc) to delight nature lovers 
in search of simple luxury. Perched at an 
altitude of 1,500 metres at the heart of the 
village, just 50 metres from Le Bochor cable 
car, the renovated Edelweiss hotel offers 
23 spacious and cosy rooms, with wood 
and natural decor. Bar-wise, at La Terrasse 
you can enjoy aprés-ski music and themed 
nights. A bistronomic restaurant completes 
the offer with brand new taste discoveries 
using regional produce. 

Equally worth noting is the reopening of the 
4-star Chalet Blanc hotel in Montgenèvre, 
new management at La Balme hotel in 
Saint-Sorlin d’Arves, the opening of the 
5-star Diamond Rock hotel in Tignes le Lac 
(which was originally planned to open last 
winter), and the Alpen Lodge hotel in La 
Rosière. 

At the heart of Oz-en-Oisans resort, the 
former Les Cristaux hotel and village club 
has undergone an incredible transformation 

to become the wood and stone-clad 
Timberlodge. Devoted owner Franck 
Ménard was keen to create accommodation 
that offered the warmest of welcomes. Its 
31 rooms have been completely renovated, 
and the communal areas have been entirely 
redesigned with a panoramic restaurant 
and a bar with a fireplace, to create modern, 
welcoming accommodation. 

In Les 2 Alpes, Base Camp Lodge is a new 30-
room hostel, with accommodation ranging 
from shared rooms to 40m² family suites. 
Its modern, clean-cut mountain style, with 
wood and metal, exude a trapper feel that 
is perfectly in keeping with the times. It also 
features a restaurant (vegan, vegetarian, 
mountain specialities, meat dishes…) and 
conference room (meetings, business 
centre). 

Tignes’ first youth hostel will also be 
opening this winter. The Hideout Hostel will 
offer the best value for money in the resort 
with an ultra-flexible offer and no minimum 
stay length, from 35€ per person, including 
breakfast. 

The apartments offered in mountain 
tourism residences promise holidays that 
are practical in every sense, with extra 
comfort. 
Announced last year, the MMV Étoile des 
Sybelles residence in Le Corbier will finally 
be experiencing its first winter season in 
December 2021. Its ecological construction 
method, using modulable wooden blocks 
built offsite, is a first in mountain resorts. 
MMV group will also be opening a property 
in Les 2 Alpes (Les Clarines 4-star), and two 
hotel clubs in La Plagne Aime 2000. La 
Plagne will welcome the resort’s first 5-star 
hotel residence, the “White Pearl-Lodges & 
Spas” (CGH). 

For over 50 years, MGM has built its own 
identity and demonstrated its key values. 
Three of the group’s residences have caught 
our attention this year. A new high-end offer 
consolidates the quality ranking of Sainte 
Foy Tarentaise’s rental properties with Les 
Fermes d’Eugénie’s large luxury apartments, 
combining the warmth of wood, quality 
natural materials, and a contemporary feel.
Sip a hot chocolate by the fireside, and 
round it off with some relaxation at the “Spa 
Montagnes du Monde” well-being area; 
that’s what Chalets Laska (MGM) is offering 
for Christmas 2021 in Les Contamines-

There are several new developments in 
Saint-Gervais Mont-Blanc with La Ferme de 
Cupelin becoming a 4-star establishment, 
and the opening of both Les 2 Gares 3-star 
hotel and the Maison Doux hotel. At La 
Ferme de Cupelin, a traditional little ‘mazot’ 
chalet and outbuilding will be converted 
into two new rooms. At the same time, the 
farm’s range of consumables (food, soap, 
mini-bar, drinks, wine…) is becoming even 
more local, organic and ecologically sound. 
The Mont-Blanc Collection group is investing 
in Saint-Gervais as a destination by taking 
on the 2 Gares hotel in Le Fayet. A passionate 
young hotelier couple will be tasked with 
revitalising this 3-star establishment while 
retaining its family feel. 
At the entrance to Saint-Gervais, the Maison 
Doux hotel now boasts 6 suites located in 
what was previously a large townhouse.

At the heart of Val Thorens, the highest 
resort in Europe, the 4-star Marielle hotel 
was due to open last year. As of this winter, it 
will be welcoming holidaymakers in search 
of a change of scenery and relaxation in a 
chic, refined, elegant setting. The name 
Marielle is a tribute to international ski 
champion Marielle Goitschel, one of the 
resort’s leading personalities. Renovated and 
extended, this characterful hotel is the place 
to go to forget the daily grind and enjoy Val 
Thorens’ exceptional snow cover. Comfort 
and contemporary elegance, welcoming 

complex, La Setaz (LVH Vacances), is opening 
right in the resort centre. It includes a hotel 
and a tourism residence with 51 apartments, 
a restaurant, and a well-being area. 

Le Val d’Isère hotel will offer 47 rooms and 4 
apartments from December 2021. The hotel 
overlooks the main square, where you’ll 
find the old village, the church, snow front, 
Face de Bellevarde, Manchet Valley with the 
Rocher de Charvet as your backdrop, as well 
as the Tête de Solaise, the new mountain 
refuge’s restaurant area. Le Val d’Isère also 
boasts well-being facilities, with massage 
and body treatments at Les Cabanes d’Elsa, 
as well as a spa with a steam room, sauna, 
multi-activity room and swimming pool. 

Montjoie. A varied range of apartments are 
available to rent: comfort, comfort plus and 
prestige. 
The MGM group is also back in Le Grand-
Bornand to freshen up its doorstep skiing 
offer at Roc des Tours, which opened in 2016. 
The residence is being expanded (30 high-
end apartments) and refurbished, while 
offering access to a panoramic restaurant 
and an on-site ESF French Ski School 
reception. 

Brides-les-Bains’ Alticimes Residence is 
enhancing its offer with a premium chalet, 
just a stone’s throw from the thermal spa 
facilities and available from this winter. The 
modern, warm interior design is inspired 
by the ochre colour of the mountain flower 
from which the residence takes its name: 
the Carline. 

In Auron, the 5-star Monde des Neiges will 
finally open this winter, as will l’Alpaga, a 

new CGH residence in La Toussuire, the 
Alpine Collection residences in Val d’Isère 
(Alaska Lodge and Vail Lodge) and Céleste, 
an ISL Promotion property programme that 
emerged this year in Valmeinier. 

A number of establishments are being 
refreshed thanks to refurbishment or major 
renovation work: Rochecline in Le Val 
d’Allos (refurbishing a building that’s been 
closed for many years,) les Balcons du Soleil 
in Peyragudes, the VVF centre in Les 7 Laux 
(with the construction of new buildings) 
and even the Domaine de l’Ariondaz in 
Courchevel. 

Worth noting: the 4 Tridents Club Med in 
La Rosière will soon open for its first winter. 
Located on the slopes, Le Resort, clad in 
stone and wood, overlooks the valley. The 
Savoyard-style interior design tells the 

fabulous story of the legendary Petit Saint-
Bernard Col, from Hannibal crossing the 
Alps with his elephants to high mountain 
religious pilgrimages.

2 options for an overnight stay unlike any 
other in the mountains:
- In Avoriaz: the ski area has fitted a platform 
in the Lil’Stash area (a fun beginners’ zone 
on the Proclou run) with Lodge-style tents.

- In Arêches-Beaufort: overnight stays in 
a comfortable igloo will be available all 
winter, with a campfire and a mountain 
guide. 

A great many visitors travel around the 
mountain region on road trips, stopping off 
in various places from day to day.



Sources: Conso montagne 2019 ANMSM – G2A et LHM, Opinion Way pour l’ANMSM 2020, DSF, Atout France. 
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Getting together

After last winter season was stopped in its 
tracks, and despite the support measures put 
in place thanks to steps taken by politicians 
and professionals, the return of tourist activity 
is now essential to assuring the survival of 
mountain resorts. 

All eyes are now turning to this coming winter 
to finally revive the many joys of a ski holiday. 
Enthusiastic and raring to go, the resort’s key 
players are ready to welcome holidaymakers 
and offer them every possible comfort so they 
can enjoy an unforgettable time with friends 
or family in an exceptional setting.

With a breadth of accommodation able to 
satisfy all preferences and all budgets, resorts 

are each offering their own revitalisation 
breaks, far from the hubbub and constraints 
of daily life. And in these times, as we 
question the relationship between man and 
nature, the mountains have got a head start, 
taking steps to prepare for the future. Issues 
of conservation and space management, 
biodiversity, and resources, as well as 
managing the impact of human activity, are 
at the heart of our region’s policies. 
With the ANMSM’s Cimes Durables 
campaign, resorts have been committed to 
green transition for several years now and are 
working especially hard on heating methods 
and the quality of building insulation to 
reduce the carbon footprint of a mountain 
holiday. 

Jean-Luc Boch,  
President of the National Association of 
Mayors of Mountain Resorts (ANMSM), 
President of France Montagnes 
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average budget of a resort break
Average of all durations, in winter

of the overall French tourist clientele
stays in the mountains

of international overnight stays
in the mountains

of clients cite location in the resort 
as their main criteria when choosing accommodation 

Tourist beds in the mountainous zone 
totalling 1/3 of the national tourist offer (2011 figure)

6,800,000

27%

19%

1,513€

10 million tourists in winter
7 million of whom are snowsports enthusiasts

55%

After a year without skiing or events, SKI FORCE brands are 
impatiently waiting for the chance to have their equipment 
tested, and to introduce more people to skiing. 
Through the SKI FORCE action programme, the sport & cycle 
UNION is finding ways to meet the many future challenges facing 
the mountain sector, whether in terms of renewing clientele or 
training professionals.

The SKI FORCE WINTER TOUR: Open to the public, this is the event 
that opens the winter season: discover and try out the winter’s new 

equipment before anyone else! 

• First Tracks in Val d’Isère (27th and 28th November 2021),

• Sneak Peek in Alpe d’Huez (4th and 5th December 2021),

• Le Rock On Snow in Avoriaz (10th and 12th December 2021).

SKI FORCE Pro: A chance for professionals to try out the equipment 

of tomorrow

• Méribel – From 16th to 19th January 2022

• Serre-Chevalier – 31st January and 1st February 2022

SKI FORCE Academy: A virtual showroom for SKI FORCE brands is 
also available to retailers and their teams all year-round on the 
UNION sport & cycle website.

Ski Force Winter Tour: open to the public, this is the event that 
opens the winter season
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After a season without skiing, French ski 
areas are now back in the starting blocks, 
waiting to give visitors an exceptional 
winter they’ll remember. There are multiple 
new developments on the slopes, where 
facilities that cater to beginners are more in 
the spotlight than ever. 

To help learners progress in total safety 
while having fun, resorts have fine-tuned 
their dedicated beginners’ areas, such as in 
Peyragudes (Peyresourde) for example, where 
beginner skiers will be able to glide along 3 
new runs themed with fun scenery, hoops, and 
other modules. In Villard-de-Lans, learners can 
enjoy the Piste aux Étoiles, a new run reserved 
just for them. 

Over in Saint-Gervais Mont-Blanc, beginners are 
being well looked after with a new snowsports 
area on Mont d’Arbois. This 1.5 million Euro 

investment was constructed with the aim of 
providing first time-skiers with a progressive 
pathway to improve their skills, at altitude. 

The Superdévoluy beginners’ magic carpet has 
just been equipped with photovoltaic panels, 
making it able to produce 100% of the energy it 
consumes: a first in France. 

Métabief resort in the Jura Mountains has also 
chosen to make its ski area more accessible to 
beginners. A range of alterations have taken 
place to this end, in particular the widening 
of existing green runs and the creation of new 
ones.

French ski areas also offer runs and deals 
specifically for families with children, 
particularly in resorts bearing the Family 
Plus label. In Val d’Isère for example, a child-
friendly ski area experience (Val Kids) has 

Skiing

To help learners progress in total safety 
while having fun, resorts have fine-tuned 
their dedicated beginners’ areas.

French ski areas also offer runs and 

deals specifically for families with 

children.

Speaking of skipasses, simple and modern 
is the name of the game, especially when 
it comes to electronic ones. In the Jura 
Mountains, the Mon Pass Nordic ENJ app is 
replacing paper passes for access to Nordic 
skiing activities, and the Shred Experience 
in Avoriaz uses the resort’s first skipass-
free skipass, developed by French start-up 
Intence. Also of note is the new rechargeable 
skipass card in Valdeblore la Colmiane, and 
the creation of the Flex skipass card in Le 
Grand Tourmalet which means that you only 
pay for time that you’ve actually skied. 

First introduced two seasons ago, new resorts 
have joined the dynamic pricing model that 
operates on the well-known principle: the 
earlier the skipasses are booked, the better 
the rate. The second resort in the Haute 
Maurienne Vanoise region (after Val Cenis) 
to sign up, the resort-village of Aussois has 
now deployed an entirely new e-commerce 
platform. 
“Aussois is keen to foster loyalty from 
its repeat clients, adapting to new 
consumption habits to attract a newer, 
younger clientele and boost quiet periods. 
Using this sales strategy, the resort is able to 
offer exceptional pricing and demonstrate 
that skiing is accessible,” explains Jérôme 
Choudin, Aussois ski area manager.

Dynamic pricing is also available in 
Pralognan-la-Vanoise, where for more 
transparency, clients can view prices, 
discount percentages and the number of 
skipasses available. “Usually clients book 
their accommodation in advance and their 
skipasses on site. Our aim is to invert the 
traditional purchasing logic. By knowing 
the number of visitors in advance, we will 
be able to adapt the number of staff and the 
piste grooming programme to guarantee 
the best welcome and the best snowsports 
conditions possible. The aim is to boost 
quiet periods and draw young people back 
to wintersports! They’re already used to the 
way dynamic pricing works with transport 
and hospitality, and we hope they’ll see it 
as a new opportunity to rediscover skiing,” 
explains Jérôme Verne, Pralognan-la-Vanoise 
ski area manager. 

In La Rosière, the resort shares the desire to 
simplify the customer journey by making 
skipasses available when visitors check in 
at their accommodation after a contact-
free, no-waiting purchase on the dedicated 

website. There’s no need to go to the skipass 
sales desk any more. The same system is 
available in Valmorel, a resort that also 
boasts new skipass recharging terminals. 

Another new development is the 
introduction of skipasses offering pedestrian 
access to ski lifts for non-skiers, such as in 
Les Arcs where a new pass offers access to 
every ski lift available to pedestrians, as well 
as to different activities and experiences 
(L’Aiguille Rouge footbridge, toboggan run, 
ice caves, swimming pool, reduced rates…). 

Bolstered by its success in the previous winter 
season, several resorts have consolidated, 
developed and expanded their ski touring 
offer this winter: Montgenèvre, Isola 2000, 
Auron, Avoriaz, Vaujany, Arêches-Beaufort, 
Saint-Gervais Mont-Blanc, Chamrousse, 
Combloux, Valmorel, La Toussuire (5 new 
routes), Val Thorens (new Freerando area), 
Saint-François Longchamp (discovery trail 
to Col de la Madeleine), La Plagne, Lans-en-
Vercors, Les Houches…. Further information 
is available on request. 
The ESF French Ski School is also offering 
introductory sessions, as is the case in 
Orcières Merlette 1850 every Wednesday 
morning, and in Le Grand-Bornand with the 
“Trace” pack. Another example is Pralognan-
La-Vanoise, where visitors can also set off in 
the company of a guide to get up close to 
the glaciers.

Ski touring is also available to snowboarders 
now with the development of the splitboard. 
On the way up, the board splits in two to 
become two large ski touring skis. Once at 
the top, snap it back together for the way 
down. You can set off with an instructor in 
Haute-Maurienne to discover the activity, 
or hire a splitboard in certain shops in Val 
d’Arly, for example.

Covid-19: resorts are implementing 
preventative measures and following 
government directives. For further 
information: contact us.

alongside it, the Piste des Animaux is an 
unmissable place to meet up with the whole 
family. 

Having mastered blue runs, skiers of all ages 

can head to the new Piste du Reblochon 
in La Clusaz. Following some major 
installations, this 2.5 kilometre downhill 
run now offers the opportunity to learn all 
about local wildlife, agropastoralism, the 
mountain environment, and of course the 
history of farmhouse Reblochon cheese 
thanks to a clever mix of treasure hunt, fun 
entertainment and information. 

Also worth noting is the new Buffalo Kids 
Wild West-themed beginners’ zone in La 
Plagne, the development of the Tiki the 
Squirrel fun run on Les 7 Laux ski area, 
which lets families have fun criss-crossing 
the resort’s 3 sites for 2 hours, and the new 
snowpark-style fun course for teenagers in 
Les  Aillons Margériaz.

In Puy Saint Vincent, a ski path lit up with 
interactive LEDs immerses skiers into a truly 
magical fantasy world. Soak up wonderful 
sights along the way. 

To make snow breaks easier for parents with 
a young child needing to be looked after, 
this winter the Family Plus-labelled resort 
of Le Grand-Bornand is launching a “Duo” 
promotion for both parents, priced at just 1.5 
times the cost of a classic 6-day skipass.

been available since 2016. Children can go 
around a miniature reproduction of the 
ski area, showcasing a range of mountain 
professions. Families can learn all about the 
role of a ski patroller at the first-aid post, try 
their hand at piste grooming in a child-sized 
snow groomer, or operate the little gondola 
lift’s control panel.

In Méribel, the Piste des Animaux has been 
revamped. Set in the heart of a protected 
forest, this fun and educational green run 
turns young skiers into real explorers of 
Les 3 Vallées’ wildlife. Also accessible to 
pedestrians thanks to the footpath that runs 
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Photovoltaic roof panels, rainwater 

recovery system for use on site...

After a long and wonderful life, the Olympe 
gondola lift in Brides-Les-Bains, installed at 
the time of the 1992 Olympic Games, has 
been refurbished. New cabins that are more 
spacious, taller and more practical have 
been installed to offer a better connection 
with Méribel in particular. For the occasion, 
the resort arranged for the sale of the former 
gondola cabins, with the money raised 
going towards biodiversity and replanting 
the ski area. A major event will accompany 
the launch of the ski season and the arrival 
of the new gondola cabins in Brides-les-
Bains in early December.

Also in the Tarentaise region, in Les Arcs 
– Peisey Vallandry, a new 10-seater, eco-
designed gondola lift (photovoltaic roof 
panels, engine room heat recovery system 
to recycle warmth inside the lift, rainwater 
recovery system for use on site), will open to 
pedestrians and skiers. This new facility is 
also an opportunity to offer new attractions, 
including access to a panoramic terrace, a 
relaxation area and a museum created in 
collaboration with the Vanoise National 
Park. Two new slopeside contemplation 
areas and biodiversity zones will also be 
available in Les Arcs, at the top of the 
Varet gondola lift (along with a café and 
educational pathway), and at the top of the 
Carreley chairlift (deckchairs, swing, photo 
spot…). 

SATA 2 Alpes, the new management 
company for Les 2 Alpes ski lifts (1st winter 
in operation in 2021-2022), is planning new 
modernisation work on the ski lifts and 
slopes that will total 150 million euros over 
the next 3 years. For the coming winter, 
among other developments, a new Super 
Venosc gondola lift will provide Alpe de 
Venosc residents with direct slope access 
and easier access to the glacier slope; and 
Le Diable 6-seater detachable chairlift, 
which is being turned into a telemix lift, 
will be handy for skiers and pedestrians 
alike, optimising rates of flow between 1,600 
metres and 2,400 metres. 

Telemix lifts will also be replacing a 
chairlift in Vaujany: Clos Giraud, between 
the Montfrais and Alpette plateau; and a 
chairlift in Alpe d’Huez, which will allow 
pedestrian access to the Folie Douce. 

In terms of chairlifts, a major change 
that’s been long-awaited by fans of Les 
Contamines-Montjoie ski area: the Roselette 

chairlift, one of the oldest in the ski area, has 
been replaced by the 6-seater Olympique 
detachable chairlift. The old lift started out 
as a 1-seater chairlift all the way back in 
1960! It was then transformed into a 3-seater 
chairlift in 1985, and stayed that way ever 
since. 

Located at the Pleney summit in Morzine-
Avoriaz, the Belvédère chairlift has been 
replaced by a 6-seater detachable chairlift. 
Adapted for beginners and all abilities, 
it offers more safety, speed and comfort 
on embarkation and disembarkation. Its 
departure station will soon benefit from a 
green roof, allowing it to blend seamlessly 
into the landscape.

Created in 2008, Les Orres 1800 is going to be 
totally renovated for winter 2021-2022. The 
project comprises three new developments: 
a new 6-seater detachable chairlift to 
replace Prébois and Préclaux, the redesign 
of Les Orres 1800 snow front, including the 
replacement of the Bois Méan ski tow with 
two magic carpets to create a toboggan 
area, beginners zones and a link to the Piste 
des Marmottes and Les Orres 1650; as well 
as the redesign of La Roland red ski run, to 
make it into a green run.

In Vars, two new chairlifts will be 
modernising the ski area: one (Bois Noir) 
has been ready since January 2021 but 
wasn’t able to open for obvious reasons…! 
And elsewhere, a second section following 
on from the new Chabrières telemix lift will 
provide access to the ski area summit thanks 
to a 6-seater detachable chairlift.

Also of note is a new ski tow on Auron’s slalom 
stadium, doubling the transportation rate of 
the Arpettaz chairlift in Ste Foy Tarentaise 
(3,000 people an hour), the new Lovatière 
6-seater detachable chairlift in La Plagne 
(direct link between Plagne Centre and 
Champagny-en-Vanoise), the new Biollène 
detachable chairlift in Valmorel - replacing 
a chairlift and 2 ski tows (involving the 
removal of 40 pylons), the 6-seater Bouquetin 
chairlift in Méribel - replacing the Plattières 
3 cabins (also accessible to pedestrians, both 
on the way up and the way down: hold on 
tight on the way down because the section 
over Le Bouquetin couloir might send a 
shiver down your spine!).

this route. That represents a potential saving 
of over 230 tonnes of CO2 every year.

In terms of gondola lifts, 2021-2022 
will mark the completion of a second 
independent lift (10-seater panoramic 
gondola lift) going up towards the Cime 
Caron summit, creating a more reliable link 
between Orelle and Val Thorens via its most 
prestigious ski runs. In winter, it will only 
take 45 minutes for pedestrians staying in 
Orelle to get to Val Thorens. These clients 
will be able to make the most of a “high 
mountain” experience at an altitude of 
3,200 metres, as well as non-skiing activities 
available in Val Thorens thanks to specific 
pedestrian skipasses. 

This winter, the resort of Les Menuires will 
boast a new 10-seater cutting-edge gondola 
lift as part of the restructuring of La Masse 
slope, a little-known and quiet part of the 
ski area that’s a favourite among experts. A 
substantial investment of almost 22 million 
euros was made by the Sevabel Belleville 
Valley Operating Company last spring, 
something with which the resort, which is 
always looking to the future, opted to push 
forward despite the pandemic. La Masse 
gondola lift is not only one of the longest 
in Les 3 Vallées, but more importantly it’s 
the highest-performance lift on the French 
mainland, and the second of its kind in 
France. 

Spotlight on new ski lifts 

With some planned to launch last 
year, but unable to operate, and others 
totally new for this winter, cutting-edge 
equipment is coming to French ski areas 
this season. 
  
A new Valléen lift, the Eau d’Olle Express 
will provide a direct link between the 
valley, the resort of Oz-en-Oisans and the 
Alpe d’Huez ski area. This mode of cable 
transport will significantly reduce a specific 
section of road traffic, which could equal up 
to 1,000 vehicles per day in high season on 

Keywords for the season: snowsports, 
fun, slow tourism, skiing, revitalisation, 
freedom, refuge, accessibility, positives, 
enjoyment, family, joy and tartiflette.
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- The finals of the Skiing World Cup, from the 16th to the 20th 
of March 2022 
- The Alpine Skiing World Championships, from the 6th to the 
19th of February 2023 

The 2022 World Cup final unites the best skiers in the world.
Speed trials (Super G and downhill) will be taking place on 
Courchevel’s legendary Eclipse run, with the technical events 
taking place on Méribel’s Roc de Fer run. They will allow the world’s 
best skiers to be crowned at the end of an intense season, with the 
awarding of the famous crystal globes.

The World Championships, a huge international celebration of 
skiing, bringing together the greatest champions in the world 
competing for the supreme title.
Held every 2 years, these championships are extremely coveted. 
Courchevel and Méribel are proud to host this rare and intense event, 
with the aim of showcasing the excellence of the French mountains 
to as many people as possible, through incredible media exposure!

Over the course of the 2-week celebrations, the men’s events (in 
Courchevel) and the women’s events, as well as the parallels (in 
Méribel) will create a unique experience in the heart of Les 3 Vallées.
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Average cost of a one-day skipass  
2020 figure – average incl. tax per skier day

Jobs dependent on the ski areas opening 
18,000 direct jobs +  120,000 indirect jobs

Ski instructors
including 17,000 at the ESF French Ski School

Sports shops in the mountains
Including snowsports equipment rental shops 

World Cup podiums including 36 wins,  
6 globes and 19 World Championship medals including  
5 titles for French Skiing and Snowboarding Teams in 2020-2021

 

138,000

20,000 

1,200

108

27,70€

320 Ski resorts in France
almost 100 of which are members of the National 

Association of Mayors of Mountain Resorts

March 2022, February 2023: 2 extraordinary events for skiing  
and the French mountains in Courchevel and Méribel

Just like every year, the coming winter will 
bring its own share of snow, holidays and 
fun for ski and mountain enthusiasts, who’ve 
been deprived of snowsports for the past year. 
These experiences will be unforgettable and a 
proud embodiment of our values. 

This winter, our 250 French ski areas are 
following an environmental road map of 16 
eco-commitments to protect the mountains 
by taking concrete steps in terms of climate 
change and greenhouse gas emissions, 
water management, biodiversity protection, 

landscape preservation, energy efficiency, 
waste management and local and circular 
economies. Our French ski areas are dedicated 
to their goal of achieving carbon neutrality, 
with zero CO2 emissions from 2037. 

Every step we take to protect the mountains, 
combined with those taken by our partners, 
should reaffirm our position as our customers’ 
favourite low-carbon winter destination.

Alexandre Maulin, 
President of the French Ski Areas 

Eric Brèche,  
President of the ESF French Ski School 

Getting together again, at last!

The 2021/22 season will be about reconnecting 
with the great wide-open snowy terrain. The 
17,000 ESF French Ski School instructors want 
nothing more than to be back on the slopes, 
sharing their passion for the mountains.
Their mindset is unchanged, with kindness, 
enthusiasm, and professionalism their 
watchwords. We’re lucky to have an 
exceptional, unspoilt natural setting, perfect 
for recharging your batteries, stretching your 
limits, or enjoying an outdoor activity, which 
everybody can make the most of in their own 
way!

This year, the ESF French Ski School is back 
with two good pieces of news. 
Team Étoiles has just been created for little 
ones. A fabulous entry point that lets them 
get started with freeriding, freestyle, or 
competition skiing with real confidence. 

We also want the mountains to be somewhere 
to thrive. Neiges & Montagne is aimed 
at those who want to enjoy ski touring, or 
peacefully explore the summits off the beaten 
track. It goes without saying, the ESF French 
Ski School always goes one step further. 
With the same values at heart, the same 
commitment towards making the mountains 
accessible to everybody. 
To sum up. In 2022: let’s get together, get back 
on track, and have a great time!
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Whether you’re with family or flying solo, 
a pleasure-seeker, deep thinker, sports fan, 
newcomer or regular visitor, the mountains 
are for you. Destinations that are both a refuge 
away from, and rooted in the modern age, 
mountain resorts are excelling, innovating, 
and despite the current circumstances, once 
again putting forward a varied offer shaped 
to suit each visitor.

Enjoy and exert yourself 
A great many thrilling and electrifying 
experiences await our visitors this winter. 

One such is the Pas de l’Aigle in Morzine, a step 
into the void with the vast expanse of the Alps 
underfoot. At an altitude of 2,019 metres, this 
glass walkway guarantees uniquely dizzying 
thrills with 350 metres of empty space and 

breathtaking panoramic views from Lac Léman 
all the way to Mont Blanc. 

For even more adrenalin, who dares to take 
off and fly like a bird on one of the new zip 
lines? A particular speciality in Villard-de-
Lans (220-metre long zip line with turns), Saint 
Gervais Mont-Blanc (Ninja obstacle course with 
zip line, rope games, balance challenges…), 
Serre-Chevalier (giant zip line initially planned 
for 2020), Les Arcs (up to 130  kilometres an 
hour on the former speed skiing run), La Bresse 
(Fantasticable) and Les Orres (the SpeedLine is 
the longest zip line in France and one of the 
largest in Europe at 1,870 metres long). 

Once you’ve soared through the air, why not go 
underground with La Tune ‘via souterrata’ in Le 
Dévoluy which boasts the challenging, all-new 
“Cathédrale” itinerary. 

Discover 

A great many thrilling and breathtaking 
experiences await our visitors this winter.

One key characteristic of these family 

resorts is the personalised welcome 

they offer families.

Famille Plus
The 44 mountain resorts bearing the “Family 
Plus” label and 2,500 service providers 
signed up to the scheme are committed to 
making mountain breaks easier for children 
and families. 

Among these family resorts’ special 
facilities, you’ll find a personalised welcome 
for families, entertainment adapted to 
all ages, specially adapted rates from the 
youngest to the eldest, adapted services 
and organisations, and activities for all. 
For example, resorts bearing the family 
plus label all offer a minimum of two safe 
toboggan runs adapted for children and 
accessible free of charge all day long. 

To give you an idea of the activities on offer 
at Family Plus resorts this winter: Tumbing 
on snow (inflatable ring toboggans) in Alpe 
d’Huez for the over 5s accompanied by an 
adult, a new facility in Gérardmer integrating 
a swimming pool and a synthetic 800m² ice 
rink, Bois des Lutins activity park open daily 
in La Bresse, winter opening at Alta Lumina 
in Les Gets, a new ice rink in Val Thorens, the 
‘On the trail of Charlotte the Marmotte’ walk 
in Saint-Gervais Mont-Blanc… 

Birthdays
Three resorts are celebrating their birthdays 
this year. Snow has been falling on the Praz 
de Lys Sommand plateaus since winter 1971-
1972 when it opened 6 ski tows! The resort 
will be marking its 50th birthday with 
retrospectives and celebrations throughout 
the season. 

In the Tarentaise area, the famous resort of 
La Plagne will be blowing out its candles to 
celebrate 60 years of loving the mountains, 
60 years of sport and the great outdoors, 60 
years of sharing, discovery and memories. To 
mark this achievement, a “La Plagne” home 
fragrance spray is going to be released and 
made available to buy; an original way to 
launch the next 60 thrilling years for future 
generations! 

Once the longest in Europe, Serre Chevalier’s 
cable car (in the Hautes-Alpes region), was 
inaugurated with great ceremony on the 
21st of December 1941, opening up access to 

the resort’s first ski runs. 80 years later, Serre 
Chevalier Vallée will toast this exceptional 
birthday with a host of celebrations tracing 
the history of the resort, from tradition to 
innovation.

Calm down and relax
Leisure activities that aim to improve your 
well-being couldn’t be more in keeping with 
the times, and are something we all need, 
now more than ever. 

Yoga, meditation, and gentle activities take 
place here in the open air with a mountain 
twist: a snowshoe & philosophy hike in 
Les 2 Alpes, ski touring & sunrise yoga in 
La Plagne, snowga in Oz-en-Oisans, wild 
walking in Vars on new trails and gentle 
routes, sylvotherapy in Les Contamines-
Montjoie, and even Régén’Air & Sens 
(naturopathy) in Combloux. 

Ste Foy Tarentaise is home to mindful 
walking. Find the right posture, breathe 
deeply, gaze far into the distance, and 
finally, walk… it’s the key to successfully 
finding your equilibrium and taking joy in 
life, says mountain guide Olivia. She tells us 
that one simple, invigorating forest walk is 
worth all the immunity-boosting drinks in 
the world. Thanks to gas exchange in the 
lungs and respiration, the body purifies 
itself and naturally eliminates toxins.

A new form of meditation straight from 
Finland is available in Val Cenis and Tignes. 
In the resort, after donning a warm and 
comfortable waterproof wetsuit, immerse 
yourself in the crystalline waters of Lac 
de Tignes, which are somewhere around 
5°C, before stretching out, laying back and 
simply floating. Outdoor sensory isolation 
floating offers total reconnection with 
nature and a unique well-being experience. 
At night, the experience is simply magical 
beneath the stars; a timeless moment for a 
totally different way to decompress.

the Sciences Explo astronomy school is 
opening a new location; stargazers will 
find courses, training, an observatory and a 
planetarium here. 

Savoie Mont Blanc Agency: Youth-
oriented action plan 
Savoie Mont Blanc Agency is making the 
strategic move of ramping up promotional 
activity targeting young people; potential 
customers who will guarantee the future 
of the mountains as a destination. For this 
new campaign, the Savoie and Haute-Savoie 
tourism promotion agency is rolling out an 
ambitious action plan aimed at this target 
market which has been proven to both crave 
the mountains and have exacting standards 
and expectations.
After conjuring up a creative concept of 
the mountains by producing content using 
images to illustrate freedom and escape - 
values held dear by millennials – this winter, 
Savoie Mont Blanc agency will invite them 
to large-scale board culture events: the 
High Five Park By Savoie Mont Blanc (1st to 
3rd October 2021) and the accompanying 
creation of a new indoor board culture 
event (name to be decided) run by Tignes in 
collaboration with the FISE* (International 
Extreme Sports Festival) on the fringes of 
the Slopestyle Skiing World Cup between 
the 11th and 13th of March 2022. 

More peaceful, but every bit as enjoyable, 
Swincar is a lightweight electric buggy 
which is starting to become available 
for summer or winter rides in mountain 
resorts. This winter, you can set off on the 
steep paths of Saint François Longchamp for 
example, or on a tandem ride in La Giettaz 
in the Aravis mountains. 

And to round things off with stars in your 
eyes, head to Les Aillons Margériaz where 
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A day at the heart of nature for 

managers and their teams. 

At Saint-Gervais’ thermal spa, a post-lockdown 
offer is accessible to all. 5 days to regenerate 
your skin, regain respiratory health and get 
back into shape. The perfect holistic programme 
to kickstart and reset your health, in a relaxing 
and purifying setting. Similarly, a 3-week series 
of post-Covid medical treatments is being 
developed to treat side effects connected to 
the pandemic (long-Covid, post-Covid stress, 
respiratory problems etc.) Those following 
the course will be supervised by multiple 
health professionals (doctors, physiotherapists, 
dermatologists… etc.) throughout their 

treatments. 

Offers for workers and remote workers in 
the mountains 
The pandemic was a catalyst for profound 
change which saw new trends emerge. The 
most notable undeniably remains the rapid 
growth of remote working, which has shaken 
up the world of business. Pierre & Vacances is 
putting its many assets to use to attract remote 
workers: residences with swimming pools, fully 
equipped accommodation with uninterrupted 
views, services such as kids’ clubs and catering, 
as well as outdoor activities. Some of the Pierre 
& Vacances residences that are well suited 
to remote working include L’Hévana 5-star 
premium residence in Méribel, L’Amara 5-star 
premium residence in Avoriaz, Les Bergers 
5-star residence in Alpe D’Huez and Le Pedrou 
3-star residence in Font Romeu.

Pacôme Schmitt, a former top level competitor 
in the Ice Cross Downhill event (extreme 
speedskating) has both strength of character 
and a willingness to attempt any challenge. A 
number of remote workers are based in Les Gets, 
the village where he was born, which inspired 
him to open a new co-workspace that would 
allow users to maintain pace, focus and normal 
working hours in a stimulating atmosphere.

For managers and their teams, Nomad coaching 
offered by Flora Richard, a yoga teacher in 
Morzine, involves a full day in the heart of 
nature, alternating between walking and team 
coaching sessions. It’s a chance to spend a day 
getting back in touch with yourself, connecting 
with others, and (re)discovering your team 
spirit. 

After a great day on the slopes, or as an 
additional activity, visit the spa for a well-
being experience in the warm, gazing out 
at snow-covered peaks. On the programme 
of delights: beauty products made from 
mountain plants at the Montagnes du 
Monde spa in Les Contamines Montjoie, a 
swimming pool beneath Val d’Isère’s starry 
sky at the Sisley Les Barmes de l’Ours 5-star 
Relais & Châteaux spa, or a hydromassage 
shower in the new Gérardmer aqua area. 

And to extend your luxury experience 
further, why not hire a Finnish mini chalet 
surrounded by fir trees for a cocooning 
experience in Val Thorens? You’ll find 
“kotas” on the panoramic terrace of Le 
Caribou slopeside restaurant. 

Spotlight on cold Yoga 
Yoga Toumo – Cold Yoga was born on the 
Himalayan mountain plateaus of Tibet. 
Through the cold, we activate warmth and 
stoke up our inner fire. There are several 
benefits: natural defence stimulation, 
cellular regeneration, anti-inflammatory 
and powerful analgesic effects, boosting 
confidence and self-esteem… and totally 
opening up to joy! Voluntary cold immersion 
in a natural setting requires careful mental 
preparation. Then comes the moment you 
gradually immerse yourself in snow or cold 
water. Once you’ve got over the initial shock, 
you dive right down to your very core; the 
body and mind are in harmony and become 
one with everything that goes into such 
stunning surroundings. Yoga Toumo will be 
available in Pralognan-la-Vanoise courtesy 
of yoga teacher & Ayurvedic therapist 
Caroline Favre. 

Having lunch or dinner in the mountains 
is a chance to immerse yourself in the local 
culture: specialities, regional produce, 
legendary locations… everything comes 
together to ensure our visitors have a 
wonderful time eating out. 

New restaurant openings
Some have had to reinvent themselves, whilst 
others have gambled on opening a new 
establishment for the very first time. 

Sylvestre Wahid is going back to the mountains 
of Courchevel, where he earned 2 Michelin 
stars in 2012. The chef is opening his own 
intimate restaurant at the heart of Les Grandes 
Alpes hotel in Courchevel 1850, a restaurant 
that reflects his personality as somebody who 
willingly describes themselves as a “modern-
day innkeeper”, where luxury, rarity and 
pleasure combine to create real joy. 

After conquering Paris and Ramatuelle, LOULOU 
is arriving in Val d‘Isère. In a chic atmosphere, 

2021 has also seen an acceleration of 
environmental concerns and with it, the 
opening of eco-responsible establishments.

Taste and Flavour 



2120

Concepts combining Italian and 

regional specialities are also opening 

in several resorts.

Tasting experiences
Having lunch in a slopeside restaurant is 
a quintessential experience, one to delight 
even non-skiers who can often make their 
way there on foot or by ski lift. The no frills Le 
Sommet restaurant in Mont-Dore welcomes 
pedestrians to the heart of the slopes, 
offering regional cuisine that changes along 
with the seasons. 

In Les Gets, Chef Antony Trezy will preside 
over La Croix Blanche, a restaurant at the 
heart of the ski area located near the fun 
zones and footpaths. The locally sourced 
cuisine is guaranteed to be a foodie’s 
favourite. 

In Les Orres, customers of Le Pic Vert, a 
brand new restaurant located at an altitude 
of 2,230 metres, can work up an appetite 
gazing out at the stunning views over Lac 
de Serre-Ponçon and the Ecrins mountain 
range. Set at the crossroads of Les 3 Vallées 
in Méribel, at altitudes of more than 2,400 
metres, a brand new establishment from 
the Maya Collection will open its doors in 
December 2021: a mountain chalet with 
capacity for 400 covers, decorated in a 
Himalayan and Tibetan-inspired theme 
designed by Hong Kong architect Sylvestre 
Murigneux, who oversaw the creation of Le 
Refuge de la Traye.

In Le Dévoluy, the Vi Aï Pi self-service 
restaurant has risen again from the ashes 
after a fire in January 2020. 

At altitudes of more than 2,000 metres, 
Serre Chevalier will see the opening of a 
genuine sugar shack this winter. Inspired by 
Canadian maple syrup cabins, trappers will 
welcome skiers in to taste sweets made from 
local honey.

A new concept is arriving in December 2021 
at the heart of the resort of Alpe d’Huez: the 
first Alpine Food Court at Camp de Base Pic 
Blanc. Featuring 6 outlets (burgers, asian 
dishes, pizza al taglio, savoury waffles, 
vegetarian, charcuterie selections and 
cheese platters…), this gourmet covered 
market and central bar with entertainment, 
music, children’s games… will welcome 
customers to relax and have a great time. 

In a class of its own, discover the Degenève 
Classic Car in Saint-Gervais Mont-Blanc this 
winter. Dedicated to the sale of vintage and 
collectable cars, this concept space is both 
a gallery showcase, a bar that serves snacks 
and a friendly, timeless place to hang out.

Another totally new experience: Apéro 
Escape in La Plagne. A cool box is delivered 
to your accommodation and your mission 
consists of working together, thinking it 
through and craftily figuring out how to free 
the local products locked inside.  

Another tasting experience worth noting: 
enjoy a fondue in an igloo in Orcières 
Merlette 1850. The combination of hot and 
cold makes for the perfect recuperation after 
an excellent day’s skiing. 
Enjoy a unique dinner beneath the stars 
inside an old gondola lift, or in a panoramic 
bubble at La Marmite in Les Menuires. 

Delicacies and impressive shops
Whether you’re writing a feature on new 
shops and their owners or want to take 
home a little something after a press trip, 
we’ve selected some extraordinary resort 
shops for you. 

For sweet specialities, find out all there is 
to know about Pyrenean spit-roasted cake 
at La Broche du Louron, in the heart of 
Loudenvielle village (Peyragudes). In the 
Alps, sample homemade preserves fresh 
from the pan and traditional sweets at the 
Confiserie Spagnolo in Le Corbier.

You’ll find organic and mountain plant-
based herbal teas and produce at Tisanes 
et Potions des Montagnes in Villard-de-
Lans (new), and at Plantes et Potions in 
Saint Maurice Sur Moselle, in the Vosges 
mountains.

Producer Laura Guillard is opening an 
unusual shop in Lans en Vercors, Les 
Beaux Crus, which will transform and sell 
vegetables using lacto-fermentation, as 
well as offering introductory workshops. An 
original, healthy souvenir to pack in your 
suitcase and take home!

border and/or Alpine resorts such as La 
Bokka (a trattoria in Les Gets), La Fragola Di 
Neve and La Casa Mia (in Les Arcs), Le Boréal 
(Valdotaine specialists in La Rosière) and Le 
Roc Seven (slopeside restaurant available for 
private evening hire in Les Menuires).

For a different atmosphere in Les 2 Alpes, 
there’s Ophélie and Sophie’s new tapas bar 
“Chez Nous”, which exudes their vivacity 
and sunny outlook. The same energy can be 
found at the sociable QG in Vaujany, with its 
fantastic charcuterie platters, at Contrepoint 
in Vercors (Villard-de-Lans) and at Le Gliss‘ de 
Métabief, an original concept that combines 
a bar/restaurant and a ski rental shop.

Some restaurants are also expanding 
their offer, such as La Cabane d’en Haut 
in Valmeinier, which now features a spa, 
evenings around the fireside, and spring 
water bottled on site. 

In Saint-Martin de Belleville, former piste 
groomer Antoine Heurter and ex-banker 
Raphaël Peuchet are opening Art B, a 
restaurant with a local supply network. 

decorated with colourful artwork by artist 
Jean-Charles de Castelbajac, Chef Benoit 
Dargère has designed a Mediterranean-
inspired menu showcasing celebrated 
regional dishes, all accompanied by subtle 
glints of winter. Also worth noting, La Folie 
Douce Val d’Isère is opening Cucùcina, a 
brand new restaurant in a setting that boasts 
unreal dimensions, and which pays homage 
to the brilliant Léonardo de Vinci. Italian 
Chef Francesco Ibba will be at the helm.

Concepts combining Italian and regional 
specialities are also opening in various 

2021 has also seen an acceleration of 
environmental concerns and with it, the 
opening of establishments prioritising 
low food miles and/or eco-responsible 
suppliers (by displaying the Ecotable label 
for example, like Le Diable au Coeur in Les 2 
Alpes, which operates a “zero waste” policy, 
as does the Grande Casse Vrac grocery in 
Pralognan la Vanoise). This very special 
year has also been a great opportunity for 
developing concepts to make gastronomy 

more accessible. Never before has going to 
a restaurant been so important in French 
culture, but variations have also emerged 
such as distribution networks for quality 
chef-prepared dishes (Tartif in Les Gets), 
eco-responsible takeaway with Famileat in 
Pierre & Vacances residences, chic caterers 
for enjoying luxury meals at home (Concept 
Store in Avoriaz) and regional specialities 

(Traiteur de la Vallouise – Pays des Ecrins).

Cross-sector campaign: Savoie Mont Blanc 
Excellence 
A firm believer that a region’s excellence 
is never as strong as when it is shared and 
supported by all, Agence Savoie Mont Blanc is 
developing an innovative, collaborative, and 
participatory campaign that encompasses 
environmental awareness, circular economy, 
expertise sharing, quality produce selection 

and the encouragement to eat local.

An original, healthy souvenir to pack in 
your suitcase and take home!



Sources: ANMSM, Atout France, France Montagnes, Mountain Riders.
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ESTime in hours
between Paris and the nearest mountain resorts by train

Family Plus mountain resorts
Exacting label guaranteeing the best possible conditions  

for family holidays

of mountain zones
in France, totalling 124,000 km2

equipped zones in the mountains
totalling around 12,000 km2 

National Parks located in the mountains
Vanoise, Pyrénées, Cévennes, Ecrins, Mercantour 

Possible activities in the mountains in winter
Skiing remains the driving force for holidaymakers 

5

1 à 2%

23%

44

3

+50

For the fifth year, the National Association of Mayors of 
Mountain Resorts (ANMSM) is renewing its “Family Plus, the 
mountains united” project. In partnership with the Association 
Petits Princes, its aim is to help make dreams become a reality 
for children and teenagers who are seriously ill, and to give 
them a boost in their fight against illness. 
Resorts bearing the “Family Plus” label will be taking part in 
even more initiatives and events this winter to increase their 
involvement. The first events will begin during Christmas week. 

Every year, over 20 mountain resorts bearing the “Family Plus” label 
take part in the “Family Plus, the mountains united” project, which 
exemplifies the values shared by the ANMSM and the Association 
Petits Princes: child and family well-being, health, sharing and 
mountain memories. 

The project will form two stages including:
- campaigns and initiatives in resorts to raise money: shows, 
torch-lit descents, donations through the purchase of skipasses, 
accommodation, ski lessons…

- welcoming children and their families to make their dream come 
true: discovering snow, the mountain landscape, skiing and even 
dog-sledding…

Famille Plus, the mountains united 
The mountain resorts campaign for sick children continues  
for its 5th year
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